
Sixth Grade Unit 1 

Grade Level:6 
Unit Name: Social Order of Early Civilizations  
Pacing 4 weeks 

6-8-WH-1-CC-A-Create and use tools to 
analyze a chronological sequence of related 
events in world history.  
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-1-CC-C- With assistance, 
develop a research plan, identify 
appropriate resources for investigating 
social studies topics and create a research 
product which applies an aspect of world 
history prior to c.1450 to a contemporary 
issue.  
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-2-CC-B- Explain connections 
between historical context and peoples’ 
perspectives at the time in world history 
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-4-CC-D-Analyze the cultures of 
civilizations in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Mesoamerica, and Andean South America.  
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-2-GS-A-Explain the origins, 
functions, and structure of monarchies, 
theocracies, city- states, empires and 
dynasties.  
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-4-GS-C-Explain how the 
codification of law impacted early 
civilizations.  
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-2-GE-B Analyze the cultural 
characteristics of civilizations to explain 
how they are similar and different  
(DOK 3) 

⮚ I can use or create various types of 
timelines, diagrams, and primary sources to 
analyze events in world history.  

⮚ I can place events in correct chronological 
order on a timeline 

⮚ I can use primary sources to identify cause-
and-effect relationships between related 
events.  

⮚ I can identify an aspect of world history and 
compare to a contemporary issue  

⮚ I can hypothesize how that historical issue 
is related to the contemporary issue.  

⮚ I can gather and cite evidence to support 
the hypothesis of how the issues are 
connected. (This could address political, 
environmental, socioeconomic, and/or 
cultural issues 

⮚ I can describe and define the terms 
government, law, and social order.  

⮚ I can analyze the role each early civilization 
(Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China) had in 
shaping concepts of government, law, and 
social order.  

⮚ I can provide specific examples of the types 
of government, the related laws, and social 
order in these civilizations 

⮚  can investigate various ancient cultures 
(e.g., Kush, Nubian, Aksum, Ethiopian, 
Aztec, Maya, and/or Incan) in order to build 
general understanding of their 

⮚ Government  

⮚ • Religion 

Supporting Standards:  
 
6-8-WH-3-EC-B- Explain how 
standardization impacts the stability of a 
civilization 
6-8-WH-2-EC-B- Explain how 
standardization affects the early stability 
of a society 
6-8-WH-4-GE-A- Explain how the 
spread of cultural patterns and economic 
decisions shape and are shaped by 
environments 
6-8-WH-2-GE-C- Explain how various 
characteristics of civilizations are 
connected to identities and cultures 
6-8-WH-2-GS-C- Explain how the 
codification of law impacted early 
civilizations 
6-8-WH-2-CC-A- Explain the causes and 
results of the Agricultural Revolution in 
relation to the development of new and 
more complex societies like Asia, Africa, 
and the Americas 
6-8-WH-1-PC-A- Using a world history 
lens describe how peoples’ perspectives 
shaped the sources/artifacts they created 
6-8-WH-1-GE-B- Describe the impact of 
human settlement activities on the 
environmental and cultural characteristics 
of world regions prior to 1450 
6-8-WH-1-CC-B- Explain connections 
between historical context and peoples’ 



6-8-WH-3-GE-B- Identify the effect of 
natural forces upon human activities  
(DOK 3) 
6-8-WH-2-PC-D- 
Analyze scientific, technological, 
intellectual, and artistic advancements to 
determine the legacy of the ancient 
civilizations. 
(DOK 3) 

⮚ • Family structure  

⮚ • Roles of men, women, and children 

⮚ • Social Stratification  

⮚ • Economics  

⮚ • Military occupations 

⮚ I can analyze the what has changed and 
what has remained constant in these 
societies. 

⮚ I can explain the development, purpose, 

and structure of 

⮚ Monarchies (e.g., Mesopotamia, early 

Greece, etc.)  

⮚ Theocracies (e.g., ancient Egypt) • 

⮚ City-states (e.g., Mesopotamia, early 

Greece, etc.)  

⮚ Empires (e.g., Alexander the Great, ancient 

Rome, etc.)  

⮚ Dynasties (e.g., ancient China, etc.)  

⮚ I can define and explain the terms rule of 

law, separation of powers, and checks and 

balances. 

⮚ I can explain how the rule of law developed 

from written codes of law.  

⮚ I can explain how separation of powers and 

checks and balances developed from a 

written code of law. 

⮚  

⮚ I can define the term civilization 

⮚ I can identify the cultural characteristics of 
a society ((language, religion, cuisine, social 
habits, music and arts). 

⮚ I can compare and contrast the cultural 
characteristics of two different 
societies.(Societies • Tigris and Euphrates 

perspectives at the time in world history 
6-8-WH-1-CC-D- Using an inquiry lens, 
develop compelling questions about world 
history prior to 1450, to determine helpful 
resources and consider multiple points of 
views represented in the resources 
6-8-WH-1-CC-E- Analyze the causes and 
consequences of a specific problem in 
world history prior to 1450 as well as the 
challenges and opportunities faced by 
those trying to address the problem 



Rivers • Nile River • Indus River • Yellow 
River 

⮚ I can identify the damage caused by 
flooding, volcanoes, drought, climate and 
earthquakes on ancient civilizations 

⮚ I will investigate the history of Christianity, 

focusing on its founding (Jesus, believers) 

⮚ I can explain the structure of the early 

Catholic Church and later Protestant 

churches 

⮚ I can describe the spread (conversion and 

growth), and core beliefs of Christians.  

⮚ I can describe the relationship between the 

development of Christianity and the core 

beliefs of the religion 

 
 

Big Ideas: 
 
 
 

1. All civilizations have 
similarities.  

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
 

1. How are all civilizations 
connected?  

Vocabulary: 
 

Anthropology  
Archaeologist 

Prehistory 
Fossil 

Geologist 
Artifact 

Hunter-gatherer 
Culture 

 
 

 
 

 


